The author, who was seven years from 1897 Curator of Rajah Brooke's museum, had splendid opportunity for studying the human and animal life of the. island. He was a keen and many sided naturalist, who availed himself to the full of the abundant riches which the tropics held in store for him.
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EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION-. BIOGRAPHICAL AND GENERAL
ROBERT WALTER CAMPBELL SHELFORD, the leading authority on insects of the family Blaitida;, and a · naturalist of very broad interests, was born at Singapore on August 3, 1872-the son of a merchant who was a member of the Legislative Council, and made C.M.G. in recognition of his many public services. There is no evidence that Shelford's strong taste for natural history was inherited, and it did not appear in any other member of his family. Prevented by a tubercular hip-joint from taking part in the games and ordinary outdoor pursuits of a boy and young man, his active mind turned to observation, and he became a naturalist. He was educated privately until he entered King's College, London, and later Emmanuel College, Cambridge. At this University, where he took a second class in both parts of the Natural Science Tripos, he received a solid foundation for the excellent zoological and anthropological work of his mature years.
After taking his degree Shelford became, in 1895, a Demonstrator in Biology, under Professor L. C. Miall, F.R.S., at the Yorkshire College, Leeds. Two years later he went to Borneo as Curator of the Sarawak Museum, established by Rajah Brooke at Kuching. During his seven years' tenure of this position he lili xiv EDITOR'S INTRODUCTION availed himself to the full of the abundant opportunities for studying the ani'mal life of the tropics, and of making observations in anthropology, a subject which al ways strongly attracted him. His fruitful labours in the increase and arrangement of the Sarawak Museum naturally led him to take a wide survey of the animal kingdom, and he soon began the study of mimicry, a subject which regards from one point of view a multitude of diverse forms, including insects of the most varied groups and their vertebrate enemies. He found Borneo a very rich and imperfectly explored field for the study of this subject, and before long he entered into a regular correspondence with me, sending large consignments of insects for investigation and determination. The result of his observations and work was the appearance in 1902 of an important paper in the P.roceedings of the Zoological Society of London (p. 230) . This valuable and interesting monograph is illustrated by five coloured plates showing Bornean mimetic insects of many widely separated groups. Our correspondence went on, and he continued to send the record of observations and specimens of great interest until his seven years' tenure of the Curatorship came to an end in 1905. Towards the close of this period he wrote to me saying that if it was impossible to provide a salary he must really come and work in the Hope Department at Oxford without one! Fortunately, at this moment, Magdalen College began to place an annual grant at the disposal of the University for the provision of extra assistance in the Departments, and it thus became possible to establish an Assistant-Curatorship, with a small income, augmented later on from the Common University Fund. Shelford accepted this position, and xv came to live at Oxford in the Autumn Term of 1905. After leaving Kuching, and before returning home by way of Japan, Vancouver, and the United States, he spent several weeks travelling in the Malay Archipelago, t visiting many of the islands and making collections, which he presented to the Hope Department. Some of the specimens bear the' record of interesting observations, throwing light on the difficult problems of adaptation and evolution in which he took so deep an interest.
On June 25, 1908, Sh' elford married Audrey Gurney, ' daughter of the Rev. Alfred Richardson, vicar of Combe Downe, Bath.
At Oxford Shelford worked with the greatest energy, at once beginning the study of the collection of Orthoptera in the Hope Department. He had always been especially interested in this order of insects, and was delighted when he found such an immense mass of material at Oxford, rich in types of the species described by the older authorities-Walker, Westwood, and Bates. He began with the Blattidre, or Cockroaches. In the course of his work upon this group he worked through and named the species in all the great Continental collections, describing those that were new in a long series of valuable memoirs.
Numbers of duplicates were received, and, as a result of his labours, the Hope Department now contains by far the finest and best-arranged collection of Blattidre in the world, including types or co-types of a large proportion of all the known species. Shelford then began to study other Orthopterous groups, especially the Phasmidce and the Mantidre. H e was an indefatigable xvi EDITOR'S IN'rRODUCTION worker, as will be realized by any naturalist who sees what the Oxford Blattidce became in four years from the autumn of 1905; and it must be remembered that all the time he was helping the Department in many other ways, particularly in the arrangement and cataloguing of the library.
Of all the memoirs which he wrote Shelford was, I think, most interested in that "On Mimicry amongst the Blattidce" (P.Z.S., 1912, p. 358)-a subject on which he had reflected and had been accumulating material for some years; one, moreover, which combines two departments of natural history-Systematics and Bionomicsdepartments as wide apart as the poles, but affording each other mutual support, and both equally dear to him. It was also a special delight to him to show the high interest and in many species the extreme beauty of the universally despised cockroaches. It is a pathetic circumstance that the publication of this long-looked-for paper was nearly coincident with its author's death.
In addition to the researches on insects which formed the main work of his life, Shelford was a keen and enthusiastic student of Anthropology, as the concluding chapters of this book will abundantly testify.
He was especially interested in Bornean Tatu, and wrote, in conjunction with Dr. C. Hose, an important memoir on the subject,! of which the greater part is reproduced in Hose and McDougall's "Pa~an Tribes of Borneo," vol. ii. p. 245.
When three years old Shelford contracted tubercular
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